2016-2017 Committee Final Reports
Certification Committee
Kelly Strickland, Committee Chair
The Certification Committee, made up of the Applications and Renewals Subcommittee, Exam
and Review Subcommittee, Review by Webinar Subcommittee, and Exam Question and Review
Subcommittee, has had a VERY busy and successful year! The Applications and Renewals
Subcommittee reviewed over 50 applications for the fall and spring Certified Government Finance
Officer (CGFO) exams, as well as renewed CGFO’s around the state. The Subcommittee also
selected 25 percent of the renewing CGFOs to experience an audit of their continuing professional
education. The Exam and Review Subcommittee scheduled and held two CGFO exams, one in
November 2016, the other March 2017, in locations across the state. This subcommittee, working
with the Review by Webinar Subcommittee, scheduled and held review sessions to prepare the
examinees for the exam. Almost all the sessions had two instructors present the materials, some
of which had quality first time instructors, while others had veteran instructors. The Exam
Question and Review Subcommittee took on the task of making a recommendation to achieve
the Committee’s goal - “Re-look at the process to develop and update exam questions”, with each
exam being reviewed over the next year. With funding budgeted by the FGFOA Board, an outside
agency or firm will review and update all exams. Lastly, the Committee worked with the Florida
Institute of Certified Public Accountants to develop ethics training that will satisfy not only the four
hour Ethics training for CPAs, but will be accepted for CGFOs in lieu of the Laws and Rules Exam.
A job well done by the Certification Committee Chair and Members!!

Conference Host Committee
Johnna Agin, Committee Co- Chair
Susan Nabors, Committee Co-Chair
The Conference Host Committee worked throughout the year to plan events for the annual
conference. The Committee planned for the Opening Session, Tuesday Night Event and
Hospitality Suite. They also developed the conference logo and selected the welcome bags. The
President’s Reception, Association Night, Golf Tournament and Zumba were coordinated by the
Florida League of Cities staff. League staff also assisted with the Tuesday Night Event.
The Theme/Logo/Bags subcommittee met early on during the planning year to develop a logo to
support the 2017 conference theme – Focus on the Future. This subcommittee also discussed
and selected the bags to be handed out at the conference.

The Opening Session subcommittee coordinated and selected a singer for the National Anthem,
a Pastor to give the invocation, the Color Guard for the presentation of flags and scheduled the
Mayor of Hollywood for a welcome speech.
The Hospitality Night subcommittee planned a number of fun events for the evenings. A DJ with
Karaoke is planned. They also put together some “conversation starters” to help get people get
to know each other. Plus, the subcommittee has planned some entertaining games with fun
prizes.
The Tuesday Night Event subcommittee came up with some awesome ideas to enhance the
Hollywood-themed event selected by the President. Guests will walk the red carpet, pose for
photos and enter the ballroom adorned with Hollywood décor. For the first hour there will be big
band music and a vocalist to sing 30s and 40s era torch songs. Then a DJ will amp things up for
dancing during the last two hours.
A great deal of effort was put forth by the committee members to come up with creative ideas and
fun activities. This is a perfect opportunity to thank all the Host Committee members for your
dedication and imagination in planning this year’s conference activities. Also, we could not have
pulled this all together without the assistance of the Board Liaison, Shannon Ramsey-Chessman.

Conference Program Committee
Frank DiPaolo, Committee Chair
It was a fantastic year for the Conference Program Committee! The Committee worked diligently
to complete all of the goals outlined during the FGFOA Board’s Strategic Planning session last
year. This year was not without its challenges, including unforeseen retirements and position
changes for key committee members, and notwithstanding these setbacks the committee
completed all of its tasks and goals, providing an exciting program for the 2017 FGFOA
Conference in Hollywood.
Summary of Strategic Planning Goals for 2016-17:









Add a technology track focused on cyber threats, website transparency, social media, etc.
o A new Technology track was added, providing a diverse group of sessions
Add a Management 101 Session – Supervisory Skills (hire/fire, discipline, motivate)
o The Leadership Preconference program, featuring a number of FGFOA PastPresidents, focused on a variety of management-oriented issues faced by
Government Finance Directors/CFOs
Consider a session on the ABC’s of Public Speaking (maybe a pre-conference seminar)
o Two sessions in the regular program, including such topics as communication
with elected officials and ways to enhance personal performance, dutifully fulfill
this goal
Have an FGFOA Leadership Graduate and a seasoned member conduct a leadership
session
o This was incorporated as a session in the Leadership Preconference program
Committee Members complete specialized speaker evaluation forms on site at the
conference

o This is a priority for all committee members, ensuring that quality speakers and
sessions are put on the program each year
In closing, the Committee did a great job developing a program that provides sessions on technical
finance and accounting issues, the economy and best practices in investments, management and
strategic planning matters, organizational development and leadership/personnel topics, and
informational technology and security concerns. The committee assembled for 2017-18 is ready
to begin developing another high-quality conference program. This year, the Committee will be
led by Chairman Bryan Cahen, who served on the Committee this past year and will undoubtedly
take the program to the next level.
Congratulations to everyone who served this year and thank you for a job well done!

Legislative Committee
April Shuping, Committee Chair
The Legislative Committee made progress this year in redefining its role within the FGFOA and
building a strong relationship with the FLC and FAC. The Committee members hosted weekly
calls with the lobbyists from the FLC and FAC to get updates on pending legislation and to
research and report on potential impacts of proposed legislation which were shared with the
lobbyists to help legislators understand the financial and operating impacts of the legislation being
considered. Some of the bills that the committee provided information on were:






Local Government Fiscal Transparency
Local Government Fiscal Responsibility
Local Business Tax
Presumption for firefighters for cancer
Municipal Bond Tax Exemption at the Federal Level

The Committee has more work to do in the upcoming year by finding the best role for its members
within the FGFOA and in continuing to serve the Board. The members of the committee went
well above and beyond the call and provided engaged and thoughtful participation and
responses. Their contributions were key to the committee’s success. I thank the Board for the
opportunity to Chair this committee this year and as I transition from active to associate member,
I will look forward to seeing how the committee’s role evolves over the next year under new
leadership.

School of Governmental Finance Committee
Jennifer Desrosiers, SOGF Committee Chair
The Committee is proud to present following Year End Report for the 2016 School of
Governmental Finance. The Committee reports an amazing program in beautiful Sanibel and
again thanks each and every one who helped to really make this year shine! From dedicated
Committee volunteers from around the state, Sub-Chairs for each of the tracks, the Florida
League of Cities staff and all FGFOA Board members, with special recognition to Board President

Sarah Koser and SOGF liaison Nicole Gasparri, this program would not be as successful if we
did not have all of you contributing to this amazing educational program.
If you are looking for a rewarding experience, won’t you consider joining our committee, be a
speaker, or if you have a topic idea, we would love to hear from you! Please contact Jennifer
Desrosiers at jdesrosiers@cityofnorthport.com or any committee member for assistance.
Continue watching the website for the 2017 School of Governmental Finance!

Technical Resource Committee
Melissa Burns, Committee Chair
The Technical Resources has had a productive year we have accomplished the following:
Drafted responses to the following exposure drafts from GASB:
Project 37-E Omnibus 201X
Project 19-25E – Certain Debt Extinguishment Issues
Project 34-1E – Implementation Guide No. 201X-X
Project 24-16ED – Implementation Guide No. 201X-Y, Implementation Guidance Update
– 201X
Drafted a response to an Invitation to Comment; Project 3-25I Financial Reporting Model
Improvements-Governmental Funds. GASB held several public hearings one of which they
requested President Sarah Koser to testify and the Committee assisted in preparing her
testimonial statement.





The Basic Government Resource Manual has been updated, and the Committee is in the process
of developing a webinar to be held in July.

Webinar Committee
Brandy Ferris, Committee Chair
The Webinar Committee met for the first time at the annual Florida Government Finance
Officers’ Association conference that was held in June 2016. There was a great turnout for the
meeting, with only a few members unable to attend. After that meeting, the Committee was off
to a great start.
The webinar schedule was soon finalized and approved by the Board. The Committee has
successfully completed the following webinars, each with close to or more than 300 participants:








Florida Benchmarking Consortium
FLSA Changes and Standards Update
Financial Advising-Debt or Cash?
IT Controls
CRC and Healthcare Reform Act
GFOA Budget Award
Legislative Update

The next webinar will be held on July 20, 2017, and will cover the FGFOA’s Government
Resource Manual. We will close out the year with a webinar intended to assist local
governments with determining where their fiduciary responsibility begins and ends. This webinar
will be held on August 17, 2017.
I think this year has been a great one, full of educational and networking opportunities. Both the
Committee and I look forward to finishing the year on a high note and continuing to serve the
FGFOA Membership in the future.

Divergent Series Ad-Hoc Committee
Donna Wright, Ad-Hoc Committee Chair
The Divergent Committee presented the first seminar!
Topics and Speakers:


FLSA Overtime law
Richard Blystone – Garganese, Weiss & D'Agresta, P.A.






Employee Recruitment, Retention and Evaluations
Joyce Chastain – The Krizner Group
Enhance your own performance
Nicole Gasparri – City of Boca Raton
HR discrimination/harassment/ Rules
Michael Roper – Bell & Roper & Kohlmyer, PA

Social Media Ad-Hoc Committee
Jason Loschiavo, Ad-Hoc Committee Chair
The Social Media Ad Hoc Committee was charged with several tasks including developing and
recommending social media strategies across all platforms; evaluating who should post content;
and assist in developing a social media session at the 2017 Conference. The committee spent
the beginning of the year evaluating social media platforms and deciding which would be best for
the FGFOA and its members. After a thorough review, the committee decided on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube due to their popularity and features.
After deciding on the platforms that should be used, the committee spent time updating the social
media policy as well as creating guidelines for posting content and benchmarks for success. The
committee also evaluated the need for social media tools to assist in posting content, reviewing
interactions, and tracking benchmarks.

2016-2017 Local Chapter Final Reports
Big Bend Chapter
Debbie White, Chapter President
The Big Bend Chapter held four quarterly luncheon meetings during the 2016-17 fiscal year.
The Continuing Professional Education (CPE) topics presented at these meetings were: (1)
Impending Florida Constitutional Review; (2) Accounting for Capital Assets; (3) Public Records
101 – Public Records Requests and Legislation; and (4) GASB Update and New Uniform
Guidance.
At the Annual Business Meeting held this year on May 18, 2017, the following officers and
director were elected by the Chapter membership to serve during the 2017-18 fiscal year:






President - Greg James, Wakulla County Clerk of Courts
President-Elect - Jordan Steffens, Leon County Clerk of Courts & Comptroller
Treasurer - Mike Gomez, Florida Auditor General
Secretary - Don Hancock, City of Tallahassee
Director - Susan Lincoln, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity

The Big Bend Chapter currently has 83 members. Current membership expires on June 30,
2017, so it’s time to renew your membership. Membership dues are $20, except for students
whose membership is free.
On behalf of the Board members and membership of the Big Bend Chapter, I would like to
express our appreciation to all of the speakers this year for their time and effort to present the
educational seminars and support our Chapter. In addition, I would like to thank the current
Board members for their service to the Chapter and all of our Chapter membership for their
support this year. It has been a privilege to serve on the Board for the past few years and to
serve as Chapter President for the 2016-17 fiscal year.

Central Florida Chapter
Jason Loschiavo, Chapter President
The Central Florida Chapter had a busy year providing several opportunities for CPE credits and
networking. Some of the topics covered included debt management, cloud computing, risk
management, health insurance, accounting and fraud topics, disaster recovery, and more. In all,
23 hours of CPE credits were available over five meetings. In addition, we approved our FY’18
budget, elected our FY’18 slate of officers, and raffled off fun prizes. Thank you to our speakers,
our board, and our members for a great year!

Florida First Coast Chapter
Julio Lacayo, Jr., Chapter President
As this fiscal year draws to a close, we want to thank all of our volunteers who make this
Chapter special. The board and membership of the Chapter wishes to extend our gratitude to
all of our speakers for their time and effort in providing these educational and informative
seminars. Our meetings are successful because of the support from the speakers and their
organizations.
During the year we faced many changes to our leadership within our chapter with Devin Carter
(Treasurer) and Carolyn Parker (Director) stepping down to pursue other career opportunities.
Michelle Begley has graciously accepted to continue as our Secretary and continues to perform
an excellent job of keeping the rest of our Chapter informed and engaged.
Special thanks and appreciation go to our Directors, Anthony Cobb, Elly Gumera and Carolyn
Parker for their contributions of locating speakers and meeting venues to keep our members
informed and fed. We celebrated the retirement of longtime director Elly Gumera and wish him
and his family much success as they travel the world.
Our annual meeting is scheduled for June 19, 2017 at Maggiano’s in the Towncenter area in
Jacksonville where we welcomed Mr. Darryl Ott, CPA who spoke about Ethics - CPA’s Doing
the Right Thing. During the meeting, we installed our President, Melissa Burns, and offered the
following slate of candidates for election for the 2017-18 fiscal year:
President-Elect: Judith Garrard, City of Jacksonville
Secretary: Michelle Begley, Duval County Public Schools
Treasurer: Bella Basilio, City of Jacksonville
Director: Anthony Cobb, Duval County Public Schools
Director: Robyn Lawrence, City of Jacksonville
Director: Kathleen Collins, Office of the Property Appraiser
Current membership expires on June 30, 2017. Remember to renew your membership; Active
membership dues are $20, associate membership dues are $25, and student and retired
members are FREE.

Gulf Coast Chapter
Anne Lawler, Chapter President
The Gulf Coast chapter of the FGFOA wrapped up our fiscal year with the Chapter annual
meeting held on June 8th, 2017 at Bascom’s Chop House in Clearwater. The Officers and
Directors for FY 2017‐2018 were elected at that time. There was one opening for a Director
position. An election was held between two interested candidates. The results of that election
were announced the day after the annual meeting.
The candidate who did not win election onto the Board has agreed to head up a Web
Committee for the Chapter. The purpose of this committee is to facilitate our organization’s
efforts to provide more services on-line. The use of PayPal this past year has proven to be a
cost and time savings to our Treasurer and members. We want to further this by providing on-

line services such as renewing memberships, registering for conferences and luncheons, paying
for those items, obtaining CPE certificates and a library for presentations.
Our 2016-17 year included hosting two one-day CPE conferences and three luncheon business
meetings.
Our Fall Conference was held in October at Pinellas County Cooperative Extension. This is an
annual event offering 8 hours of CPE credits. This year we hosted 67 attendees. Due to the
approach of Hurricane Matthew on the day of our conference, there were last minute changes to
our topics and speakers. Our speakers and their topics were Andrew Laflin, CPA,
CliftonLarsonAllen doing double duty speaking on “Fraud” and “Best of Accounting for
Complexities Facing Local Governments;” Jim Scull, Purchasing Manager, Procurement Card
Services, University of South Florida presenting “PCard Operations in the Public Sector: PCard
Services at the University of South Florida; and Piotr Krekora and Pete Strong, Gabriel Roeder
Smith & Company spoke on “More of the Same . . . Are You Ready for GASB 74 and 75?.”
In February, we held our Winter Investment Conference in the Jenkins Room at the Largo
Library. There were 65 in attendance. This conference is an annual event specifically geared
towards investments and offers 8 hours of Investment CPE. Our presenters included Greg
Holden and Chris McAvoy from Manning & Napier, Thomas Tight from Public Trust Advisors,
Andrew Laflin of CliftonLarsonAllen, Richard Pengelly from PFM Asset Management LLC and
David Jang with Wertz Capital Advisors. The conference was well received and serves as an
economical way for meeting investment education requirements.
Ken Burke, Pinellas County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller was the speaker at our
luncheon held on December 08, 2016 at Bascom’s Chop House in Clearwater. He spoke on
Leadership to the 85 members that were in attendance. It was a very inspirational session that
was enjoyed by all who attended.
Andrew Burnham, Director of Financial Services Practice for Stantec presented “Sustainable
Rate & Financial Practices” which offered some insight on utility pricing trends and average
costs across the United States. This luncheon was held at Bascom’s Chop House on April 20,
2017 with 68 attendees!
Patti Graganella, Chief Administrative Officer for the Florida League of Cities spoke at our
annual chapter meeting on June 8, 2017 at Bascom’s Chop House. There were 59 members in
attendance. She spoke on “Best Practices in Hiring and Interviewing People.” It was an
interactive session with many questions from those in attendance.
Following is the list of Officers and Directors for the 2017-2018 fiscal year as approved by
members in attendance at the June 8, 2017 annual meeting:





President: Linda Benoit – Pinellas County Office of Management & Budget
President-Elect: Cindy Nenno – City of Oldsmar
Secretary: Joe Ciurro – City of Dunedin
Treasurer: Amy Ratliff – City of Oldsmar






Director: Lynn De la Torre – Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County
Director: Justin Grant – Pasco County
Director: Brett Allmond – Pinellas County Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller
Ex-Officio Member: Anne Lawler – Pinellas County Clerk of the Circuit Court &
Comptroller

The Gulf Coast Chapter currently has 168 members.

Nature Coast Chapter
Olga Rabel, Chapter President
The Nature Coast Chapter had a very busy year: membership met for three half-day educational
seminars learning about various topics on finance and accounting, budgeting, debt management
and investments. In December 2017, the Chapter hosted their annual Christmas Luncheon with
Nicole Gasparri, Organizational Program Manager from the City of Boca Raton, as a guest
speaker. The presentation talked about managing stress during holidays season by balancing
work and family and still making a difference during this meaningful time of the year. Annual April
One-Day Conference brought in an array of different speakers with topics ranging from personal
development to professional technical issues and updates on current economy. This year the
Chapter purchased its own projector and laptop that allowed seamless preparation for the
sessions for Chapter’s Program Director and speakers.

Palm Beach Chapter
Rebecca Pine, Chapter President
This has been a great year for the Palm Beach Chapter. We have 230 members (206 active; 22
associate; 2 students). We launched our Facebook page and implemented our new website
(www.pbcfgfoa.org) and membership management software, WildApricot.
On April 6, 2017, the Palm Beach Chapter of the FGFOA co-sponsored the Palm Beach County
Government Bee. The government bee was started last year by the Masonic High Twelve Lake
Worth Club and the Palm Beach County School Board to encourage high school students to learn
more about government. The Chapter’s support helped double the number of schools
participating. Forty-two students on nine teams from seven schools participated this year. The
winner was Seminole Ridge High School with Suncoast High School coming in 2nd and Royal
Palm Beach High School 3rd.
Our annual business meeting was held on April 12, 2017. The topic was Public Fraud &
Corruption was presented in a panel discussion format. We had over 50 members in attendance.
In addition to the presentation, revised by-laws were approved as well as the following slate of
candidates for the 2017/2018 year:
o
o
o

President: Jeremy Baker - PBC Office of Financial Management and Budget
President Elect: Leslie Harmon - City of Boca Raton
Treasurer: Katie Roundtree - Northern Palm Beach County Improvement District

o
o
o
o

Secretary: Ryan Ralph - City of Boca Raton
Director: Julie Dowe - PBC Department of Community Services
Director: Jeanette Haynes - City of West Palm Beach
Director: Nicholas Kelly - City of Boca Raton

Our final meeting for this year was held on Thursday, June 15, 2017. Our guest speaker was
Dorothy Jacks, Palm Beach County Property Appraiser and we had 63 members in attendance.
Additionally, the following seminars were held this year:






8/19/2016
10/17/2016
1/26/2017
2/16/2017
3/31/2017

Sales Tax Oversight Seminar
GASB Seminar
GASB 75 Seminar
Annual Investment Seminar Presented by Wertz York
Joint Meeting with local Internal Auditor Chapter

South Florida Chapter
Emilie Smith, Chapter President
The South Florida Chapter had a busy year beginning with the hosting of an 8-hour Annual
Finance and Investment Seminar that was held on August 18th. The event was a huge success
with about 100 people in attendance! We had speakers travel from across the country to provide
this outstanding training to our members! We hosted a training in October featuring Shelia Jones,
Senior Auditor with the City of Orlando Office of Audit Services and Management Support, who
spoke about Revenue Audits. We also hosted our first 4-hour Ethics Training, designed for CPAs,
and coordinated through the Florida Institute of CPAs (FICPA). The training hosted 41 attendees
at the City of Sunrise Civic Center. We also had a very successful January networking event that
had 81 participants. This was an evening event, held in downtown Fort Lauderdale. The event
included dinner, dancing, networking and a cruise along the Intracoastal Waterway.
On March 9th, we held a 3-hour investment training and attendees enjoyed a wonderful lunch
buffet with three engaging speakers. Following this training, we had our Annual Meeting in April
and our final meeting on June 15th which included the new Board swearing in. We presently
have 219 members to date and growing! We are an active group and always looking for more
ways to educate our members and encourage opportunities for information sharing and
networking.

Space Coast Chapter
Sondra D’Angelo, Chapter President
The Space Coast Chapter offered two four-hour workshops, and an annual business meeting.
The first of our workshops was on June 24, 2016. Topics and speakers included:



Trends in Electronic Banking and Combating Fraud, Mary Harrington, SunTrust Bank
Update on Best Practices in Automated Payables Processes, Brian Gomes, SunTrust Bank



“Getting Your Money’s Worth” Construction Contract Risk & Fiscal Management, Rob
Broline, Carr, Riggs & Ingram LLC

Our October 21, 2016 workshop topics and speakers included:




Market and Economic Review, Scott Stitcher, PFM Asset Management LLC
GASB Update 72 & 79, Debra Goodnight, PFM Asset Management LLC
GASB Update, Yvonne Clayborne, Carr, Riggs & Ingram LLC

Our annual Christmas party was held on December 9, 2016 at Amici’s, fun was had by all! We
had a raffle drawing for some great prizes and a gift exchange.
We started 2017 out with a workshop on February 17, 2017, topics and speakers included:



Cybersecurity, Why Governments Are a High Value Target, David Mills, Carr, Riggs &
Ingram LLC
FEMA Reimbursements – Post Disaster Programs, Anne Cabrera, Tetra Tech

Our Annual Business Meeting was held on April 21, 2017 at EL Charro. Dana Blickley, Brevard
County Property Appraiser, spoke about property valuations and homestead exemptions.
We scheduled our June workshop for July due to the FGFOA Conference being so late in June.
It has been a pleasure serving as President these past two years. I would like to thank Jennifer,
Anne, and Kari for all their hard work, I couldn’t have done it without you. Welcome to our
incoming President, Milo Zonka and President-Elect, Teri Butler. I would also like to thank Jason
Loschiavo from the Central Florida Chapter for his assistance with get our new website up and
running.
We continue to accept registrations and registration is open for the 2017-2018 year. If you would
like to become a member, you can do so by clicking on the Space Coast Chapter on the FGFOA
website or by visiting our new website www.scfgfoa.org.
Treasure Coast Chapter
Judy Browning, Chapter President
David Griffiths, EVP Client Development spoke at the April 28, 2017 meeting on FISCAL
Technologies; Fraud Prevention
Greg Pagans, vice President, Multi-Bank Securities, Inc., spoke at the January 20, 2017 meeting
on Investments
Susan Boyer, Executive Director, Florida Benchmarking Consortium spoke at the October 14,
2016 meeting on Performance Measures and Benchmarking
Nicole Gasparri, Organizational Program Manager, Boca Raton spoke at the July 22, 2016
meeting on Enhancing your own Performance and Power
The chapter’s average attendance is around 30 members

Volusia/Flagler Chapter
Heidi Bova, Chapter President
The Volusia/Flagler Chapter has had a full year of interesting topics that spanned from GAB
Updates, Investment topics, to Cyber Security. Attendees had the opportunity to earn a total of
13 (thirteen) Continuing Education Credits during the year.
The most recent meeting was held at the new Daytona Beach Stonewood Grill on June 9, 2017
where the new officers were sworn in and attendees earned 3 (three) hours of CPE credits.
As a reminder to all, with the close of the June 30th fiscal year, please renew your membership
dues with the FGFOA and the Volusia/Flagler Chapter of the FGFOA.

